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A Christmas message from John
Let us remember that Christmas is a time for giving and of abundant generosity to those less fortunate. It is a time to
display our giving hearts, to think of others first before ourselves.
The birth of Jesus was the greatest display of generosity – what a gift. It is the ultimate present, valuable but
inexpensive, long lasting but can fade in an instant, easy to give but hard to receive.
Jesus gave us the gift of ‘Love’ to heal the broken, sick and sinful world. Love will transform hearts through grace and
mercy. Love will conquer all things.
Therefore as you wrap up your gifts for loved ones, friends, family and maybe even strangers, remember underneath
the wrapping is your beating heart for Christ our saviour, born to set us free.
So I challenge you. If you do not feel the beating heart of Christmas – the heart of generosity – then it may not be
Christmas at all, but an outward display of tinsel, decorations, presents and over indulgence.
I pray that the warmth that comes from the loving relationships, from the heart of men, will return to you this
Christmas and your generous portion of love will spread joy to all.
Thank you for your continued support of the men's ministry. You will never know how much your support blesses
the Realmen team. On behalf of the Realmen team, I would like to wish you a Christmas to enjoy and if you are
travelling please drive carefully and drink responsibly.
On behalf of our Senior Pastor Steve White, we would also like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Enjoy your special time with family and friends over the holiday season.
Merry Christmas, God Bless

and a couple of words from Tom…
I compile and edit each edition of Whiteboard and John asked me to share on how it’s matured throughout 2015 and
what expectations I’d have for 2016. First of all, it’s a privilege to be able to edit Whiteboard – I treat it as an
opportunity to serve in a practical and hands-on way. Whiteboard has had some really good issues this year, with
lots of quite deep testimonies from many of the guys in church. It’s a privilege to have Pastor Steve share his Journey
with us each issue, and the ‘Man Up’ section is always interesting too. We’ve again had a broad spread of guys
contributing, which is great. I think the stuff that’s published in Whiteboard, especially the personal perspectives and
contributions, provides a great opportunity to find out what makes people tick, what they’re passionate about, what
they’ve been through in life. From my perspective compiling all of the content, I’ve seen Whiteboard mature
throughout 2015 in its range of articles and contributors.
For 2016, it would be great to see even more contributors writing about a wider range of topics – in other words,
going beyond the personal testimonies to hear what people’s perspectives are on different things. Or messages
they’ve heard that have stuck with them in life. If anyone out there has the urge to write an article or two that would
build others up, chat with Steve or John about it and send it in!
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